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INSIDE 


2 
Private 
Foundation Gift HAMILTON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION is in the midst of 
3 an enormous growth spurt, 
according to its president, 
Board News 


Virginia McKenna. 

"In the last few months 
alone, we've received an $8.5 
million gift from the Edith H. 
Turner Foundation; the Library 
Board has started an endowment 
fund with us; we've put together a 
$1 million fund for community 
health; and several individuals 


A Donor’s Perspective 


4-5 
Library Starts 
Endowment Fund 


Grantmaking have established funds for a 
Stories variety of charitable purposes.” 
Why so much growth just 
now? It’s typical of community 
6-7 


foundations to experience rapid 
growth once they attain a certain 
size, executive director Carolyn 


$1 Million Fund 


for Community 


Health Milne explains. 
"The funds start to generate 
enough income to make signifi- 
8 cant grants and people become 
Board and aware of what a terrific resource 
Staff Listing the community foundation is. 


Once people realize that a gift to 


Tax Changes Benefit Donors 


by Pamela Lakin, C.A., Manager of Finance and Development 


The 1996 and 1997 budgets set out several changes to the tax rules, 
increasing the incentive for individuals to make gifts to charities. 

Some of our donors have already taken advantage of one significant 
change — the preferential treatment of capital gains on gifts of capital 


property. 


These new rules made it very attractive for them to donate capital 


GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 


Towards a Brighter Future for 


the Foundation is a way of giving 
back to the community year after 
year forever, they begin to make 
enquiries about how they can 
pursue their charitable goals 
through the Foundation.” 

Now with a funding base of 
more than $25 million; HCF is 
one of the largest of Canada’s 80 
community foundations. But it's 
not just the size of asset base that 
is important, its what you do 
with it. Monica Patten, chief 
executive officer of Community 
Foundations of Canada, says that 
community foundations are 
judged on how useful and 
resourceful they are in their 
communities. 

CELaimr lion 1s 
regarded by its peers 
as a leader, partic- 
tlarly, for its 
thoughtful and 
Ga euduitell vac 
approach to 
Dr ine tne 


Hamilton-Wentworth and Burlington 


together a variety of partners in 
the community to strengthen the 
community's potential to care for 
itself in the future. That's not 
only being useful — that's show- 
ing great leadership.” 

Carolyn Milne hopes this 
newsletter will help to keep 
Foundation friends aware of new 
developments. “These are excit- 
ing times because we know how 
important this growth and devel- 
opment will be to our communi- 
ty in the years ahead, and we're 
gratified that people from all 
walks of life are looking to the 


continued... page 7 


Now with a funding base 
more than $25 million, 
CF is one of the largest 
of Canada's 80 

community foundations. 


It's not too late 


for you to consider 


continued... page 7 


taking advantage of the new 


tax rules in 1997. 


For more information, please call the 
Hamilton Community Foundation at 
(905) 523-5600. 


PRIVATE FOUNDATION GIFT 


Succession Planning Results in 58.5 Million Gift 


AMILTON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION has 
received the largest gift in its 43 year history — $8.5 
million from the Edith H. Turner Foundation, following 
several years of succession planning between the two boards. 


Ben Simpson, Q.C 


Lawyer ] 5 
Foundations board, says the transfer will ensure perpetuity for the 
funds. For the last 22 years, the Turner Foundation has been adminis- 
tered by a group of dedicat- 
ed volunteers. "Since we're 
not getting any younger, 
| didn't want anything 
to happen and not have 
our foundation in good 
hands.” 

The money came 
from Edith H. Turner, a 
lifelong Hamilton resi- 
dent and only child of 
Sarah Jane and George A. 
Turner, a developer in 


northeast Hamilton. Her 


parents left her an estate 
valued at about $250,000 
which she astutely 
increased to nearly $5 
million despite her lack of 
formal education or expe- 
rience in the work force. 
An avid golfer and 
Ladies Club Champion 
1930-31) at the 
Golf and 
Edith 


Turner was a quiet, unas- 


Hamilton 
Country Club, 


suming person, kind and 
generous, but private and 
not interested in the lime- 
light in any way, Mr. 
Simpson recalls. 

In 1974 when her 
health failed, Miss Turner 
began to make plans for 
her estate. Since there 
were few close relatives, she seized upon Ben Simpson's suggestion 
of a foundation to support local charitable causes and gave him 
about $500,000 to set it up. While there were no 
strings attached to the use of the money, 
she told him she would be watching. 

A board of directors was 
formed which included 
Doug Macpherson from 
National Trust, community 
volunteer Sondra Cornett, 
Margaret Heilig from the 


president of the Turner 


Ben Simpson, President of the Edith Turner Foundation 
and Carolyn Milne, Executive Director of the 
Hamilton Community Foundation 


Since we're not getting any younger, 
| didnt want anything to happen and not have 
our foundation in good hands.” 


J. Ben Simpson, Q.C., President of the Edith Turner Foundation 


YWCA and his client's cousin, Terry Horne. 

Miss Turner must have approved of their work, for when 
she died, the remainder of her estate — $4.8 million — was 
transferred to the foundation. 

Over the years, nearly $4.7 million has been awarded in 
grants from the fund's income and its capital base has grown 
substantially. “We've had great satisfaction in making funds avail- 
able to the community over 
the years, and I'm absolute- 
ly satisfied that this will 
continue as before. We're 
making the right move and 
I'm glad we're doing it 
now,” he adds. 

Under the terms of 
the transfer agreement, the 
Turner board will serve as 
the advisory committee to 
the fund, reviewing appli- 
cations and selecting grant 
recipients. The fund will 
continue to provide main- 
ly large grants in all sectors 
of the community for spe- 
cial projects and programs, 
equipment and _ capital 
expenditures. 


This merger is benefi- 
cial to both parties,” says 
Carolyn Milne, executive 
director of the Community 
Foundation. “We can 
expect greater returns on 
our combined investments, 
lower fees and the sharing 
of legal, audit and insurance 
expenses — resulting in 
more money for worth- 
while community causes.” 
For the Turner Foundation, 
this new arrangement also 
means an administrative support structure that is now necessary for 
a fund of this stature. 
As a result of this gift, the funding base of the 
Community Foundation has grown to 
more than $25 million. Last year, it 
awarded nearly $650,000 in 
grants; next year more than 
$1 million will be available 
for charitable causes in the 
Hamilton-Wentworth and 
Burlington communities. 
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BOARD NEWS 


New 
President 
Elected 


Hamilton lawyer and tax specialist Virginia 
McKenna (shown above) was elected 
president at the annual general meeting in 
June. With her experience as Principal — 
Taxation Services in the Hamilton office of 
chartered accountants Coopers & Lybrand, 
Virginia has been instrumental in strengthen- 
ing the Foundation’s capacity to serve the pro- 
fessional advisory community and its clients. 
As a volunteer, she is also a trustee of the 
Hamilton Law Association and member of the 
St. Peter’s Hospital Board. 


NEW DIRECTORS 


Don Fell Hamilton 

Founder and Chairman of Fell-Fab Products 
volunteer experience: Renaissance-Economics 
Initiative in Hamilton-Wentworth, Junior 
Achievement, Opera Hamilton, Work-Able 
Services 


Reg McGuire Ancaster 

Executive Director of WIC Mobile Production 
volunteer experience: Chedoke-McMaster 
Hospitals Foundation, Mohawk College, 
Chamber of Commerce, McMaster University’s 
School of Business 


Jane Milanetti Burlington 

Partner in the Hamilton law firm of Agro, 
Zaffiro, Parente, Orzel and Baker, 
specializing in civil litigation 

volunteer experience: St. Peter's Hospital, 
District Health Council’s Joint Action 
Committee, Hamilton Law Association 


Stan Seneco Hamilton 

Partner-in-charge of the tax practice of KPMG, 
chartered accountants, in Hamilton/Niagara 
volunteer experience: Hamilton Civic 
Hospitals, Downtown Rotary Club, Gallery of 
Distinction, Red Cross 


A DONOR'S PERSPECTIVE 
Returning Favours — 
Fostering Dreams 


EAD DOWN, HANDS BUSY, Laurie Connon only occasionally 

glances up from her lap while discussing her commitment to the 

Foundation. Conversation doesn't distract her from the task at hand — 
producing crocheted crib blankets for a local women’s shelter. 

She has been on the receiving end of a stranger's generosity, Miss 
Connon explains, and she simply wants to return the favour. To that end she 
has established a $7,000 fund to be directed toward a scholarship for promis- 
ing young musicians. 

Music, singing in particular, has been her lifelong passion. As a child she 
listened to the Metropolitan Opera on the radio and operatic records on a 
wind-up Victrola. 

Now retired, Miss Connon clearly recalls and still appreciates the gen- 
erosity of others which she enjoyed when hardship hit her family during the 
Depression and her father lost his business. “I was 10 or 11 at the time and 
we had no money. | don't know who it was but someone paid for me to 
attend a YWCA summer camp. The experience meant a lot to me which is 
why I also contribute to the Foundation’s Spectator Summer Fund,” Miss 
Connon explains. 

When she began taking music lessons, another benefactor stepped for- 
ward to encourage her. “Elizabeth Dale Sinclair, a church organist, took an 
interest in my voice and agreed to take me on as her pupil. In lieu of payment, 
she accepted a hedge for her garden from my father's nursery,” she says 

This training led to her being taken under the wing of voice teacher 
Bertha Morrow (Mayor Bob Morrow's grandmother). It is in memory of these 
two women whose mentoring helped her achieve a teaching degree in 
singing, along with her own mother who passed on the gift of a beautiful 
voice, that Miss Connon has set up the fund. “I want to foster the dreams of 
some young musicians. 

Laurie Connon’s Fund will become a 
component of the Lee Hepner Fund 
which provides encouragement to tal- 
ented young people competing in the 
Hamilton Kiwanis Music Festival. 

Miss Connon's varied career — 


teacher, legal assistant, bookkeep- 
er and textile conservationist — 
has not left her a rich woman. But a 
spiritual life anchored in the Christian 
Science faith has led to the belief that 
she has more than enough to share. 

“I'm not interested in things. I don't 
want gifts. | would rather people give 
money to their church or somewhere 
that it's needed. For me, the 
Foundation can manage the money 
better than I can because they 
know where the needs are in our 
community.” 


‘l want to foster 
the dreams of some 


young musicians." Laurie Conno 


The Hamilton Spectator 


«Summer 
= Camp 
Fund 


13TH SEASON 


Spectator Summer Fund 
Campaign Reaches Goal 


More than 1,000 youngsters went to camp this summer, 
thanks to the generous contributions of hundreds of 
local residents and businesses. 

The Barn Fruit Markets, a long time supporter of 
the Spectator Summer Fund, raised a record $37,558 
through a golf tournament and promotions on various 
food items. 

With the support of the public and the help of 
Spectator-sponsored ads, events and promotions, the 
Fund reached its goal of $100,000. 

Thank you! 


SERVICE FOR CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS 


Library Starts 
Endowment Fund 


The Hamilton Public Library has transferred $350,000 
to the Community Foundation to set up a permanent 
endowment fund for support and enhancement of 

library services in the future. 
The money used to establish the fund was left to the 
Library by Connie and Edward Dowler who died within 
weeks of each other and who had often used the Library’s 

bookmobile service. 
In explaining the Board’s decision to partner with 
the Foundation, CEO Ken Roberts said the Library wanted 
to be able to assure its donors that gifts intended to provide 
a lasting benefit for the Library would be safeguarded in 
perpetuity. “This arrangement with the Community 
Foundation provides that guarantee,” he said. 
Others with an interest in maintaining and enriching library 
services are invited to add to this fund. Please contact Beth 
Hovius at the Library (546-3200) or Pam Lakin at the Community 
Foundation (523-5600) for further information. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Last spring, the YWCA led the way in 
establishing an endowment fund with the Community Foundation. 
Other charitable organizations with funds to be held in perpetuity are 


invited to contact the Foundation for details. 


GRANTMAKING 


Newcomers from 
Far-away Lands; 
Adolescent Mothers; 
Food Banks; 
Student Art Exhibit 


Innovative ideas, critical 
needs, investing in children, 
youth and families, access 
to opportunities, partner- 
ships — these are some 

of the watchwords of 

the Grants Committee 

as it looks for ways 

to strengthen the 
community’s capacity 

to care for itself. 

Here are some recent 
examples of grants 

that met the criteria: 


“+ Settling into a new community 
can be an overwhelming 
challenge when language and 
culture are completely different. 

To help newcomers integrate 
more easily, the Hamilton Public Library is 
creating culturally sensitive reading kits with the 
help of English-as-a-second-language educators, 
social service agencies, multicultural groups and 
health professionals. Their goal is to develop kits 
for people speaking Vietnamese, Cambodian, 
Punjabi/Urdu, Spanish, Arabic and Serbian/ 
Croatian languages. 

The materials (storybooks, puppets, videos 
and cassettes) are designed for use by children 
and adults together and address themes of nutri- 
tion, safety, health and neighbourhood. They 
will be housed at the Red Hill and Central 
branches of the Library and introduced into the 
newcomers’ homes by trained volunteers from 
the Parents Helping Parents Program, a group 
that works with socially isolated families with 
young children of various cultural and language 
backgrounds. 


A significant statistic in Hamilton-Wentworth related to 
adolescent pregnancy — approximately 360 births 
to girls aged 15-19 in 1995 — has stimulated a Regional 
Public Health Department project, Healthy Adolescents, 
Healthy Babies, designed to promote breastfeeding 
among this group of young mothers. 

While the advantages of breastfeeding are widely recognized (nutri- 
tional makeup, allergy reduction, maternal attachment, cost savings, etc.), 
| few adolescent mothers ever try. 

In co-operation with Grace Haven and St. Martin’s Manor who provide 
programs for pregnant and parenting adolescents, Public Health nurses will 
explore the barriers to breastfeeding with the young mothers and develop 
supportive strategies to give these babies a healthier start in life. 


Food banks, unfortunately. 


have become a way of life for 


many people. With a Foundation 
~~ grant, the Halton Social Planning 


Council is working with 11 food 
banks, the Halton Anti-Poverty Coalition and 
others concerned about food security issues to 
identify ways of reducing dependency on food 
banks and meeting the nutritional needs of some 
4000 adults and children across the Halton 
Region. A set of recommendations is expected 
shortly. 


A student art exhibit... [t was a 
passing that triggered the 
imagination of Hamilton secondary 

school students Kristine Chou, Angela 

Lee and Ruth Preston to bring together a 

artworks by talented 
students to share with the community. 

"In the beginning, we relied on blind 

faith. We were unaware of what student 

artists from other schools were doing, but 

we felt there was something valuable 

waiting to be found and revealed. What was 

uncovered was just the tip of the iceberg... 


remark 


collection of 


there is tremendous talent and thriving creativity 
in our schools." 
Students from more than a dozen secondary 
schools were invited to submit works for peer review and 
selection. There were tough decisions to be made and much to 


The ‘chrysalis’ 
organizers 

(left to right) 
Westmount 
Secondary 
School students 
Ruth Preston, 
Angela Lee and 
Kristine Chou 
at the exhibi- 
tion’s opening 
at the Art 
Gallery of 
Hamilton. 


be learned about mounting an exhibition. But, in September on 
schedule, ‘chrysalis — a student art exhibit’ came to life. 

The name 'chrysalis’ (the capsule-enclosed pupa from which 
the butterfly or moth develops) was chosen because it reflects 
the metamorphosis of young people growing toward maturity, 
exploring and expressing ideas, talents, and inner selves. 

The collection was shown first at Kafenéon and then at the Art 
Gallery of Hamilton. In a broad range of media and styles, the 
impressive accomplishments of 42 young people were captured 
not only in the show but in an outstanding catalogue, also 
produced by the co-ordinators. 

What appealed to the Community Foundation about this 
project? It was an exceptional opportunity to encourage and focus 
on the positive contributions and potential of young people in our 
community. 


“The painting is about the shock when you see what you are expected to change into. 
Peering from behind the barrier between who you are and who you will be, you are blinded 
by this image. The goal is to cross the threshold of the doorway.” 


“Threshold” by Matt Coleman, Westdale Secondary School 
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NEW FUND ANNOUNCEMENT 


$1 Million Fund 
for Community 
Health 


On October 30 the Foundation announced 
the creation of a permanent fund for 
community health projects. The capital 
came from three sources: bequests from 
Hamiltonians Josephine Bliss and Major 
James Phin and residual funds from the 
closure of the McGregor Clinic. , physical and economic environments. 
It is expected that some $130,000 will be 
available for community health, research and 
education projects every two years, starting in the 
spring of 1998. 
The Foundation will be looking for initiatives that 
go beyond treating disease and encompass a broad definition of health 
that takes into account lifestyle, social, physical and economic environments. 
“We're open to all good ideas that have potential for health enhancement in our 
community,” says executive director Carolyn Milne. 


The Foundation will be looking for 
initiatives that go beyond treating disease 
and encompass a broad definition of health 
that takes into account lifestyle, social, 


Josephine (Jo) Bliss, a market researcher specializing in readership studies for Maclean 
Hunter and Southam business publications, left more than $500,000 in memory of her 
parents, Dorothy and Frank Bliss, when she died last year from cancer. She was a gifted 
photographer, pianist, animal and bird lover, and following her retirement, a volunteer with 
several organizations including the Foundation where she assisted with site visits to 
grant applicants. 

Major James P. Phin directed more than $425,000 from his bequest into the Mary and 
James Phin Respiratory Research Fund as a memorial to his wife who died during a severe 
asthmatic attack. During the Second World War he commanded field artillery, anti-aircraft 
and anti-tank units, including the 3rd Anti-Tank Division, one battery of which provided 


protection for the only brigade to attain its final objective on D-Day. He also served as an 
alderman and member of the Tiger Cats board. 

The McGregor Clinic gift of some $115,000 a number of years ago generated the idea for this 
expanded pool of resources for community health. When the Clinic closed in 1981, its 
members donated the proceeds from the sale of their building to the Foundation to establish a fund to 


seed health care research and education projects with potential to improve quality of life in the 
community. To date 48 projects have been funded, several of which have leveraged additional funds 
from other sources, some in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Detailed information about the goals and terms of this new fund are available from the 
Foundation office. 


PHOTOS (From Top to Bottom): 


Josephine Bliss, shown in her 1955 university graduation portrait, 
gave more than $500,000 for health and education in memory 
of her parents, Dorothy and Frank Bliss. 


Former McGregor Clinic members, (left to right) Drs. John Frid, 
John Stapleton, Robert Lofthouse and Ken Ingham share a 

moment of personal satisfaction over the announcement of a 

$1 million permanent endowment for community health, education 
and research which grew out of the Clinic’s original gift of $115,000 
to the Community Foundation. 


Major James Philip Phin and Mary Stewart MacMillan Phin, 
pictured on their wedding day in 1940, left more than $425,000 
for respiratory research. 


Towards a Brighter Future... continued from page 1 


Foundation as a partner in helping them make this community a better place 
for all.” 

She adds that growth is not just about large gifts. “This is a foundation 
for everyone. We're here to help anyone who cares about this community 
to make a lasting and important contribution, regardless of the amount. It is 
the combination of many gifts — large and small — that will create a 
brighter future for Hamilton-Wentworth and Burlington.” 


Tax Changes Benefit Donors... continued from page 1 


property (such as publicly listed shares and mutual funds) to the 
Foundation instead of first selling the property and then donating the 
cash proceeds from the sale. 


Here’s how it works: 

Our donor wanted to make a gift of $25,000. He also had shares with a 
market value of $25,000. The original cost of the shares was $5,000. 
Since a gift of shares is viewed as a disposition for tax purposes, the 
capital gain of $20,000 ($25,000 — $5,000) will factor into either case. 
Should he gift the shares, or sell them and donate the proceeds? The 
following example sets out the analysis of each case. 


Sell Shares Make a 

and Make a Gift of 

Cash Gift Shares 

Proceeds on sale of shares/donation $25,000 $25,000 

Original cost 5,000 5,000 

Capital Gain 20,000 20,000 

Taxable portion of capital gain 75% 37.5% 

Amount 15,000 7,500 

Tax payable on capital gain* (7,500) (3,750) 
Donation tax credit* 

(on gift of $25,000) 12,500 12,500 

Net tax benefit 5,000 8,750 

After tax cost of gift $20,000 $16,250 


“Assuming a tax rate of 50% 


Clearly, there is a higher net tax benefit if shares are given and that’s 
what our donor chose to do! 


CAUTION: While income tax is a significant factor in evaluating your 
personal donation strategy, several other factors need to be considered 
as well. There are a number of innovative and creative ways to structure 
your giving, making it possible to design a strategy that is consistent 
with your non-tax objectives, your current financial circumstances and 
your estate plans. Therefore, if you are considering a sizeable charitable 
gift, you should seek professional tax and legal advice. 


TIMING: In our experience at the Community Foundation, a transfer of 
securities as a gift to the Foundation can be accomplished in 3 business 
days; so it’s not too late for you to consider taking advantage of these 
new rules in 1997. 
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HAMILTON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 


VIRGINIA McKENNA, President 
VINCENZA TRAVALE, Past President 
MURRAY HOGARTH, Vice- President 

GWYN WILLIAMS, Treasurer 
Directors: 

DON FELL 

ANA-MARIA FIGUEREDO 


Hamilton Community Foundation 
2 King Street West, Plaza Level* 
Hamilton ON L8P 1A1 

(905 "523-5600 

(905) 523-0741 (fax) 


*Located in the Standard Life Centre, 
at the corner of King and Bay Streets 


Printed on recycled paper. 
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SMANY THANKS TO 
COOPERS & LYBRAND, 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS, 


T . 
MARGARET FREEBORN, Bookkeeper is oe ee FOR PRINTING THIS NEWSLETTER 


